
Opening Reading 

These words come from Robert James 

Waller.   

“Though neither of us was aware of the 

other before we met, 

There was a kind of mindless certainty 

humming along beneath our ignorance 

that insured we would come together. 

Like two solitary birds flying the great 

prairies by celestial reckoning 

All of these years and lifetimes, we have 

been moving toward one another.” 

 

 

 

Welcome 

We are gathered together at this hour to 

celebrate the joining of this man and this 

woman in the spiritual partnership of  

marriage.  This is the most time–honored 

ritual in the human family, for marriage is 

an estate honored in the ways of life, into 

which human beings enter responsibly 

and joyfully.  This is a relationship born 

of the deep hungers of the human heart 

and dedicated to the mutual need and 

well-being equally of both partners. 

Marriage, which is spoken of as a bond, is 

woven of many strands of different 

texture and strength.  These strands are 



the many kinds of love between you:  

romantic love first, then a growing 

devotion, and the blending of these into a 

loving companionship. 

Marriage is made of interdependencies 

and shared experiences.  It is woven of 

memories of meetings and conflicts – of 

triumphs and disappointments.  It is a web 

of communication with a common 

language; and the acceptance of silences, 

too; a knowledge of likes and dislikes and 

of habits and reactions.   

The tapestry of marriage is woven day by 

day…living side by side…in space and in 

time, of the substance of life itself.  Into 

this state of marriage made holy by the 

sacredness of existence, you have come 

now to be joined. 

Today the two of you weave together two 

family histories, two different life 

experiences, into one shining whole.  

Today you marry. 

 

Reading 

These words come from Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning: 

“How do I love thee? Let me count 

the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and breadth 

and height 



My soul can reach, when feeling out 

of sight 

For the ends of Being and ideal 

grace. 

I love thee to the level of every day's 

most quiet need, by sun and candle-

light. 

I love thee freely, as men strive for 

Right; 

I love thee purely, as they turn from 

Praise. 

I love thee with a passion put to use 

in my old griefs, and with my 

childhood's faith. 

I love thee with a love I seemed to 

lose 

with my lost saints, --- I love thee 

with the breath, 

smiles, tears, of all my life! --- and, 

if God choose, 

I shall but love thee better after 

death.” 

So ends the reading. 

Affirmation of Intentions 

It’s time now to affirm your intentions. ALL 

Mark,  do you take Blair, to be your 

wife, to love her and to cherish her, 

to help her and to honor her, and to 



give her understanding and comfort 

in whatever the future may bring, in 

confidence that together you are 

responsible for your destiny? 

Mark: I DO 

 Blair, do you take Mark, to be your 

husband, to love him and to cherish 

him, to help him and to honor him, 

and to give him understanding and 

comfort in whatever the future may 

bring, in confidence that together 

you are responsible for your 

destiny? 

Blair: I DO 

Exchange of vows 

Blair, what vows do you make to Mark? 

(She says her vows.) 

Mark, what  vows do you make to Blair? 

(He says his vows.) 

Wine Ceremony 

The years of our lives are a cup of 

wine poured out for us to drink.  The 

grapes when they are pressed give 

forth their good juices for the wine.  

Under the wine press of time, our 

lives give forth their labor and honor 

and love.  Many days you will sit at 

the same table and eat and drink 

together.  Drink now and may you 



find life's joys doubly gladdening, 

its bitterness sweetened, and all 

things hallowed by true 

companionship and love. 

Exchange of tokens ALL 

The ring as the circle is the symbol 

of the sun and the earth and the 

whole living universe.  It is a 

symbol of wholeness and perfection, 

and of peace.   Your rings are a 

symbol of unity; your two lives are 

now joined in one unbroken circle; 

in which, wherever you go, you will 

always return to one another and to 

your togetherness.  Do you bring 

such a symbol to seal your vow? 

B&M: WE DO.  

Blair: I give you this ring as a symbol of 

my vow; and with all that I am, and all 

that I have, I honor you. 

Mark: I give you this ring as a symbol of 

my vow; and with all that I am, and all 

that I have, I honor you. 

 

Meditation  

May the love which has brought you 

together continue to grow and enrich 

your lives, bringing peace and 



inspiration to each of you and to 

those who know you.  May you 

meet with courage the problems 

which arise to challenge you; may 

you meet with strength the troubles 

that beset you.  May your marriage 

be one of ever–growing depth, 

meaning and perfection, because of 

the sympathy, understanding and 

love which you give to one another 

in the life you share. 

Pronouncement Rev. Leisa 

Blair and Mark, you have spoken 

your intentions and made your 

vows.  You have now made to the 

divine, a prayer; to each other, a 

promise; and to yourselves, a 

pledge.  For as much as you have 

consented together in marriage, 

declaring your love for one another, 

I declare that you are now husband 

and wife.  You may kiss. 

Closing/Benediction Rev. Leisa 

May the blessing of all those who 

love rest upon you.  May you 

establish a house of warmth and 

understanding; may your lives be 

filled with peace and beauty and 

joyful surprises.  May you always 

exhibit to one another truth, 



sympathy and love; may the love in 

your hearts give you joy.  And may 

your days be good, and your lives be 

long upon the earth.  Blessed be this 

marriage.  Amen. 

 

 


