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Welcome 

 

Light Chalice, singing, Be Ours a Religion, which like sunshine goes 

everywhere. (#683.) 

 

Hymn:  Gathered Here  

 

Read from Rebecca Parker’s “Under Construction”  p. 3: 

 

“…our habit in liberal religion has been to emphasize that each person must 

build their own theology…This sensibility…emphasizes the creativity, 

responsibility, and freedom that belong to each human being…But a 

counterbalancing emphasis is also needed…When someone enters a 

Unitarian Universalism they do not arrive at no place, they arrive at 

someplace.  They enter a house—a theological house, if you will—that 

already exists, that they did not build themselves.  Unitarian Universalism 

has a theology.  It’s not my theology.  It’s the theology of a heritage, of a 

tradition, of a community.  It’s a theology that has evolved over time.  It 

contains diverse perspectives, but it has some over-arching 

characteristics…by becoming articulate about our religious culture we come 

to know ourselves not only as recipients of a theological ethos, but also as 

the shapers of it, the transformers of it.” 

 

So this is what we are about, here.   

 

Go around the circle and have each person tell their name and just one or 

two sentences about why they are here.  What are they hoping to learn?  

Why is theology important to them? 

 

Summarize what people’s hopes are & why theology important to them. 

 

Tell about class structure:  some lecture, some discussion, some music, some 

art.  Will modify ideas based on what people have expressed. 

 

Pass out syllabus, explain that readings for a given week are shown under 

that week.  So, to prepare for next week, read the materials listed under that 



week.  Explain that the readings are listed in order of priority—should 

ALWAYS read the Under Construction piece, and the others will help 

elucidate that.  The more they read the better they will understand. 

 

Give context for the class:  Our Theological House 

 

Draw model.   

 

Ask people what theology is.  Explain/clarify.  “A framework of meaning 

for habitation by human communities.” (RP)  “The stories we live by.” 

 

Ask if people know what systematic theology is.  Name all the parts:  

 Foundation:  Theological anthropology/gyn-ecology, thea/ology—

nature of being human, and its relationship to the ultimate—what 

some call God.   

 Walls: Ecclesiology:  assembly of those called/summoned—church:  

how we understand what holds us together; the nature and purpose of 

the church. 

 Roof:  What shelters us.  Our soteriology, theory of salvation—how 

we speak about what places life at risk, how we understand sin or evil, 

how we believe we can be protected, saved or healed in the presence 

of that which threatens life.  In Christian faiths, Christology is linked 

closely with soteriology—how Jesus does or doesn’t save us. 

 Door:  eschatology:  where we’ve come from & where we’re going.  

Our theology of history and future, creation and destruction, life and 

death.  (Will modify this to Garden in 2013). 

 Windows (becomes Door in 2013): missiology—how we view other 

religions, look at other theol. houses, let their light enter our space. 

How we understand our relationship to the reality of global religious 

pluralism. 

 Elements:  pneumatology:  our understanding of Spirit, which means 

Breath.  How we speak about the force of life that moves through all 

things, sustaining all things, calling us into action on behalf of life.  

Closely connected in our theology to eschatology.   

 

Explain that all the parts are interrelated.   

 

Explain that it is not a perfect model but is useful as a beginning, primarily 

because UUism is rooted in Protestant Christianity. 



 

Have people to draw the theological house they grew up in, what they know 

of it or what they can guess.   

 

Talk in small groups about that, or come back into larger group and share 

(depending on size of class.)  Summarize. 

 

Closing:   Have someone with a good loud clear voice read #680.  

Extinguish chalice.     

 

 


